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Our entry also won the
“Best Lights” award in the
MdR Holiday Boat Parade

The Halloween Party was VERY SCARY but
super fun thanks to the efforts of our
Food and Beverage Operators
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Santa Monica Windjammers Yacht Club
Celebrated our 75th Anniversary
Our event was well planned, well attended and we really made a big celebration even better
by having the entire membership participate in the festivities.
The day started with a
“Family Day” in the
water
with
Kayaks,
Paddle Boards and our
Small Boat Fleet were all
in the water being used.
At the same time, we had
over 30 car entries in our
contest for Best Classic,
Best Car of Interest,
which was won by our
Commodore Ron Orr and
his Mercedes SLS Gullwing
and
People’s
Choice
which was won by a
GORGEOUS maroon 1932
Packard.
As soon as the awards were given, we went to the
front of the clubhouse where we set up a very
patriotic display and had a great performance by a
singing trio of ladies bringing us great songs from the
40’s which was the time when our Yacht Club was
founded.

These songs from the Second World War
period were meant to remind us of
our founder Jack Taylor who was an
avid sailor and dentist before the war.
He enlisted and, with others, started
a program to train what is now
“The Navy Seals.” He is considered the
first Navy Seal. After you eat, what do
you want to do next? What about great
music and some dancing you say?
We had “The Road Gang” and they did
not disappoint. Lee Rhoads and his group
sang for 4 hours with a little help from our FBO Israel and his dad Victor. They had people
dancing, asking for requests and brought great cheer to a Great Celebration.
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————
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Thank You All for a Great Year
2016 has been quite a year at SMWYC. With the help of the Bridge,
Board of Directors and our membership we have substantially increased
our membership, expanded the memberships categories to reach a
broader demographic, initiated a full time food and beverage operation,
expanded our Juniors Sailing Program and replaced and upgraded our
website.
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Commodore’s
Corner
by
Commodore
Ron Orr

Whew, it makes me tired just thinking about it all. And our efforts to
improve the quality of membership at SMWYC have been recognized by
our boating community peers. Steve Potter, our Port Captain and
dedicated leader of the Juniors Sailing Program, has been named
Yachtsman of the Year by the Association of Santa Monica Bay Yacht
Clubs and Sportsman of the year by the Southern California Sailing
Association; well deserved recognition of his dedication to our Club and
Youth Sailing.
My Hunter HC 50 sailboat, Fast Reorrg, was the Club’s entry in the MdR
Holiday Boat Parade, and through the hard work of many members and
Juniors sailors we won the Best Lights Award.
Finally, SMWYC won the 2016 Regular Club of the Year honors from the
Southern California Yachting Association.
I could not be more proud to have been Commodore this
past year, nor could I be more grateful for all the hard
work of the Bridge and membership. I am also honored
to have been elected your Commodore for 2017, and I
look
forward to reaching my goals of further
expanding our membership and its benefits during the
coming year. There are many new initiatives that are in
the planning stage which I think will enhance the benefits
of being a member of Santa Monica Windjammers Yacht
Club.

Our annual
Toy Drive

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————
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Improved Clubhouse,
Improved Services
I would like to congratulate Steve Potter for his accomplishments
this year, including 2016 SCYA Sportsman of the Year award.
When I was Rear Commodore in 2014, one of my duties was to
find someone to run our Juniors program so at Staff Commodore
Fred Weinhart’s suggestion I asked Steve if he would do it, and
the rest is now history. Thank you, Steve.
I also would like to congratulate our Commodore Ron Orr and
Jr. Staff Commodore Themis Glatman for all their hard work this
year for putting together all the events and programs that got us
through it.
SCYA’s Yacht Club of the Year for 2016.
We have had a few challenges, but as a team, we have managed
to work through them. As a result, we now have a full-time
kitchen serving Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner to our members and
their guests. The New Year looks to be even better. Our new
Rear Commodore Zna Houston has great ideas for the coming
year, but I will let her tell you all about them.
We had a great 75th Anniversary which included a Chili cook-off
won by Rick Toomim (no surprise) and car show which had a large
and well mixed group of antique, collector’s cars, dream cars and
even my very own race car. My wife Karen, with the help of our
club members, really made this a great event that also included a
displayst about our Navy Seals because, for those who don’t know,
our 1 Commodore Jack Taylor was the founder of the
now famous and feared modern Navy Seals. This leads me into
something I am excited about: we are planning to soon have a
permanent display of Jack’s Navy Seal artifacts in our lobby.
I encourage you to come down and enjoy your new and improved
club!

I did what ???

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————
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Movies, Mixers, Magic
2017 brings many opportunities for members to enjoy activities at
our club!
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Rear Commodore’s
Corner
by Rear Commodore
Zna Houston

Let's create some magic with all of you utilizing the club, more well
attended events and family gatherings with fun, fun, fun for our
club’s youth.
The first Wednesday of every month will be Movie Night and I look
forward to our monthly “Networking Member Mixers” on the fourth
Tuesday. Join us for the first Mixer on January 24th at 6pm!
Plans are in the works for more family events and activities for the
children. Have an idea? Drop me a line…
Have you heard? We are revitalizing the “Women of SMWYC” group.
The club is in need of updating and repairs. Not only will the
“Women of SMWYC” unite the women of the club, but we plan to do
fundraising to spruce things up! Contact me if you would like to join
these efforts!
Are you on Facebook? Have you checked out our new website? We
want to build up our social media presence and have additional ways
to connect with you! Please join our Facebook pages today! Our new
website is amazing! You will find a lot of information that will assist
you in navigating club events. The site also has a link for you to make
dining reservations. Check out the FBO pages and the website today.
Thank you for your vote of confidence. I am excited about the year
ahead as your Rear Commodore and Membership Chair!
Please contact me if you would like to join the Membership
Committee. We need your ideas. Together we will have an
outstanding club year! Your participation is the difference that will
make a difference.
Happy New Year!
Zna Portlock Houston
Rear Commodore

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————
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Jr. Staff Commodore’s
Corner

Accomplishments and Awards

by Jr. Staff Commodore
Themis Z. Glatman

As you may all have heard our hopes have materialized in that we
have indeed earned the title of “Club of the Year for 2016” from
SCYA. In my last report in Sea Sounds, I was hoping that this would be
the end result of a hard earned campaign to secure this very
prestigious title and indeed we did it. I took upon myself the task of
keeping track and identifying all the points for this competition and
thus was repeatedly struck by the tremendous amount of volunteering
that goes on in our club.
Our club is mostly a volunteer club and everyone pitched in. But to
win this award, many members had to go out of their way to make it
happen. By participating in our Cruises, by the races and Regattas we
ran this past year (thanks race committee), by the incredibly
dedicated work of our Juniors coordinator Steve Potter. And let’s not
forget the guidance of our Commodore Ron Orr who attended all of
the meetings necessary and participated in whatever was asked of
him and his beautiful boat “Fast Reorrg”.
We will be accepting this trophy from SCYA in San Diego on the 14 th of
January.

One of my duties as a Jr. Staff Commodore was to chair the Nominating Committee for the 2017
year, and I was happy to announce a full slate of officers and directors. It has been a very
gratifying experience to interview prospective members and see that they all want to help this
club in any way they can. This is what makes this club so great and gives us all the desire to
continue to pitch in when we can. I specifically want to thank Ron Orr for accepting the position
of Commodore again and Mike Cross for taking on Vice Commodore again.
Very exciting times ahead for us and we will try to win Club of the Year again in 2017. As you can
see, we are all in this together, so when you are asked to volunteer, take a step forward and
donate some of your time as NONE of these awards and nomination can be achieved without ALL
OF US VOLUNTEERING.
Come to our events, give us some ideas, concerns and comments and PARTICIPATE. After all, this
is YOUR CLUB.

HAPPY NEW YEAR…

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————
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Small Boat Fleet
By Lee Rhoads
Over the past year we have seen more members take advantage 2016 Fleet
of the large array of boats available in our Small Boat Fleet than Captain

Small Boat Fleet Summary 2016

ever before. There are several who reserve the boats when they
are in town like Florian Frin, a French TV actor, and Christian
Wennberg, a Swedish film actor; both split their time between
Europe, and SMWYC when they’re in the US!

On the domestic side, Sharon Simmers is learning to sail from our
instructors, while Julie Warnock and her brother Matt competed
in a number of our BBQ races, and entered in CYC’s Sunset Series.
The Race committee was so impressed to see one of the club’s
boats competing that they awarded her with the engraved
shotgun (over the fireplace) to recognize her hunting efforts!
A reminder: the board decided that all family or individual flag
members may use our small boats without paying additional
maintenance fees. It’s one of the perks for paying the full Flag
Member dues (which helps the club), so call Steve Potter to
arrange a lesson or certification from one of our very attentive
US Sailing certified instructors.
Finally, after six years serving as Race Chairmen and three years
representing our programs to the board as Fleet Captain, I have
decided to spend some needed time with the family. Nine years
worth of Tuesday meetings is quite enough, thank you, and I wish
the board best of luck in continuing their efforts to make this a
really great club to be a part of.
Our valued member Denise George has volunteered to do double
duty. She has accepted the position of Fleet Captain AND had
already signed up to be Race Chair for 2017. This is an
outstanding lady who has raced over many oceans and has
devoted so much time to our club, we are indeed very lucky to
have her participate in our activities. I wish her luck in her new
positions. We are all here to help her.
Sincerely, Lee Rhoads
Fleet Captain 2016

Always in Need
of Volunteers.

Denise George and the entire Race Committee and others put a
lot of work during the year organizing races.

Race Committee needs YOU!!!
You do not need any knowledge of racing or rules to help us out.
Please contact your Race Committee personnel to volunteer and get to
spend time in the water.
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————
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We are very excited about the prospect of additional events being
planned for the New Year and for an improved participation in the
running of the Food and Beverage Operations. We have adjusted the
hours for the winter time since it is getting colder and darker earlier,
and Monday Night Football (which was very well attended) is no longer
happening.
Our organization has decided to provide Live Music on the 1 st and 3rd
Sundays of every month for the enjoyment of the membership. This has
indeed livened up the clubhouse and has been a very well received
addition.
I hope you all have had a chance to see the decorations in the Regatta
Room, in the bar area and in the NEW Lobby area for the Holidays. We
are still planning on having additional seating for the Patio area in time
for the Spring activities making your club even more enjoyable. Don’t
miss the opportunity to participate in our events, whether Halloween,
Boat Parade (congratulations for winning Best Lights), or the annual
New Year’s Party. Come and use this added benefit of membership.
New Wines for Taco Tuesdays
Have you experienced the new trio of Wines we are featuring in our bar
and patio areas? They are a real improvement and have received great
reviews.
Come and check out the new Wine Pyramid with the new lights and
great set up for our bar where you can get great food or the special
Tacos we make just for you. Especially if you are there during Happy
Hour EVERY WEEK DAY from 5-7pm. Just in time to beat the traffic
before getting home. Come and enjoy $4.00 drinks at the bar and see
the best Sunset Views in the entire Marina.

Serving Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner 7 days a week from 10am
- 9pm on our Bar and Patio! Enjoy the Beautiful Views of
Marina Del Rey! Sunsets are amazing.
Have you invited your co-workers for lunch in the club? Why
not give them a chance to learn about our great yacht Club???
In the coming weeks, we will also be adding new Menu Items and Happy
Hour food to the Bar and Patio Menus! Don't forget to come visit us.
We also want everyone to know that we will be making improvements
to the Bar and Patio Areas, such as adding Sails to the Patio to act as
Canopies. Recently we had an opportunity to host the Southern
California Yachting Association and its members for a luncheon and
rented a tent to cover the patio area. Many of our members really liked
the idea and we decided to proceed with the permanent coverage of
the area .
Another great improvement will be the addition of new Patio Furniture!
We do not have the funds as of yet to purchase the furniture, but we
will accept donations for such endeavor. Here is a chance for you to
really make a difference in the look of your clubhouse. With the help of
the members and new event bookings we hope to make SMWYC the
best Yacht Club in the Marina for Food, Drinks and Fun.
Thank you all again!
The SMWYC FBO TEAM
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————
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Junior Program 2016 Recap
The Junior Program showed more significant growth and some
maturation during 2016. With the benefit of significant gifts or
contributions from the Rodriguez Family, Richard Windebank, the
late Vic Smith and Randy Stiegley, among many others, we were
able to fill out our fleet of coach boats, launch another wooden
Optimist and upgrade sails and rigging on our fleet of sail boats. We
also received the donations of a race ready Laser, a 14 foot Rib inflatable, a well rigged practice Laser along with three Sabots and
four Optimist hulls. With the new Junior Family membership class
we were able to attract new members who we hope will enjoy all
the club has to offer over and above the Junior Program. The impact
of this was clear in both the preparation for and the participation in
the Holiday Boat Parade.
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Port Captain & Junior
Program Coordinator’s
Report
by Steve Potter

As Summer Sail Camp approached we had a surge in new students
looking to get a head start on the sailing season. This surge of
interest was a precursor to a Sail Camp that far exceeded our
projections. We were lucky to be able to add some key instructors
to our team and meet the surprisingly high demand. We also
expanded our school sailing programs adding three, twelve week fall
programs for the Realm Academy while continuing to provide two
Spring and a fall program for the Westside Global Awareness Magnet
School.
This fall it was suggested that we hold a mini Sail Camp the week of
Thanksgiving. We dubbed it Turkey Camp and it was such a success
we held one the week before Christmas and have one planned to
begin shortly after the beginning of the new year.
We watched a few of our sailors continue or start to attend regattas.
These sailors include Lynn and Tristan Tietje, Talia Hamlin, Donny,
Benny and Gianna Szeghe, Lucas and Philip Baumgartner and
Lucca Tabor. While we believe that self reliance and self discipline
competing in regattas develops our students, we remain a program
whose priority is sailing for the FUN of it.
Looking ahead to 2017 our goals are to continue to improve
our classes with innovative ideas, perform much needed repairs
to our fleet and coach boats, expand the integration of Junior
families into other club activities while continuing to provide
affordable community based sailing to schools and to the public

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————
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Speaking of recognition, for
those of us that do not race,
here is an opportunity for you
to see how we are now
viewed in the marina. Here is
the page that all sailors will
see when they open the SCYA
Yacht Club Directory for
2017. Check it out and see
what they say about us.
We really outdid ourselves in
winning the Best Lights in the
Boat Parade, and it shows.
Isn’t this awesome? We did
not even pay for this ad, but
there it is for everyone to
see. We really need to be
thankful to all those that participated in this great effort.
Another great feat was
the winning of Yachtsman of
the Year Award by our
Juniors Program Coordinator
Steve Potter. He won it not
only for the Association of
Santa Monica Bay Yacht
Clubs, but he also won the
SCYA Sportsman of the year
Award
for the ENTIRE
Southern California Coast.
We will be going to Silver
Gate Yacht Club in San Diego
to cheer him on while he gets
his award this January. We
are VERY proud of our member Steve Potter so when you
see him, congratulate him on
these very deserving awards.

These are the trophies Steve will be receiving
along with a “Take Home” trophy.
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————
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And again speaking of STEVE POTTER, besides being very
proud of him for promoting the sport to a new generation of
skippers, we also recognized his service to our Yacht Club by
bestowing him with the 2016 Alice Price Commodore’s
Award.
And what about our “House Awards”? Well, here are
the winners who received their awards at the Annual Election
and Awards Dinner. This very well attended event brought
racers, families, juniors and many members to celebrate our
achievements.
A great source of our
renewed pride, were the
Juniors Awards given out
by Steve Potter to our
deserving Junior sailors
such as Talia Hamlin
(Winner of the Diane
Armstrong Trophy given
by ASMBYC), Lynn Tietje
winner of the Junior
Skipper Award), Soren
Widman (winner of the
Summer Winds Award)
and for all the deserving
juniors.
And
trophies
were also given to OUR
yachting community.
One of the most deserving were the Rodriguez Family who won the Anne & Ged Gardner
Trophy Award for their dedicated work, not only with contributions, but by lending their daughter Alexi to coach our juniors, their son Nicolas for helping out at the front desk, for their participation in our cruises, for their generous donations to the betterment of the club and for Pedro’s
work on our board. A very deserving family indeed.
Pedro Rodriguez also made a starting gift pledge of
$1,000 for a “Kickstarter Fund” to be administered
by the Commodore (details are yet to be worked out
on the mechanics) to be used for events or initiatives
to bring in new young sailing candidates. We are very
grateful for Pedro’s participation in our programs.
When you see him, make sure to thank him for his
contributions.
He even convinced long time member Bob Hayward
to chip in ANOTHER $1,000.00 to this fund. Let’s
keep it going! If you wish to also contribute, let our
Commodore know and you also will be recognized in
a future Sea Sounds issue.
And the last and best, was the “Burgee of Merit” given to our Commodore Ron Orr, for
spearheading sooo many new activities in our club, such as the new FBO service, our lease
renewal negotiations with the County, improvements to our clubhouse and for many services he
has labored so hard to make our membership more valuable. CONGRATULATIONS COMMODORE!
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————
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And for the racing winners, we run a VERY busy schedule
of races and activities thanks to our Race Committee
and its members. The winner of the “Broken Ear Drum
Award” was Kevin Johnson for doing so much in helping
get the races started on the water.
Also our winners of the Barbeque Series were presented
take home trophies and their names will be engraved
including Joe Cowan for BBQ Class B and Dan McGanthy
for Class A. And our Winner of the “Lady Skipper”
trophy was Julie Warnock. Our very well attended OKTOBERFEST winners for the Glen Thorpe Award were
Bruce Warren and Curt Johnson and the Cruiser winner
was once again Joe Cowan.
Thank you Race Committee for so much hard work you
put in year after year.
And Thanks to Karen Cross, Themis Z. Glatman and
Madoka Hamlin for their great photos that were used in
this and many other bulletins around our club.

You can see how many people it takes
to run this great club of ours. If you
want to participate, we are all ears
waiting for you to volunteer when
called and for you to participate and
attend our events.

Santa Monica Windjammers Yacht Club
13589 Mindanao Way, Marina del Rey, Ca 90292
310-827-7692
www.smwyc.org
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————

